Let My People Think What is Truth?

(Part1)

Introduction: We’ve Got a Problem!

e The Symptoms =

e The Issues =

e The Dilemma =

e The Question =

Understanding The Real Problem:

e Diagnosis = Our view of truth has dramatically shifted in the last 50 years.

1968 — Frances Schaeffer : The God Who is There

1987 — Alan Bloom: The Closing of the American Mind

1995 — Phillip Johnson: Reason in the Balance
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What is Truth?

Summarizing The Two Models Of Truth:

“Truth is

Relative”

Existential
Concept of Truth

“Truth is
Absolute”
Classical Thesis-

/ Antithesis of Truth

Absolute
Truth

This circle represents our experience.
The dotted square is truth as the
individual perceives it to be for himself
through his experience.

What Happened?

* Historical Analysis

* *Philosophical Analysis

The circle represents our experience.
The square represents unchanging
truth that is absolute. It affects the

realm of our experience, but is just as

true in its effect on all of life, whether
experienced or not.
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How Did It Happen?

Philosophy

Art

What is Truth?

Music

General Culture

Theology

How Is The Relative Truth vs Absolute Truth Conflict Played

Out Daily?

e Public Rhetoric =

* Private Reactions =

e Painful Results =

“All are right”
Pluralism
Tolerance

Truth is Relative

“My rights”
Justice
Fairness

Truth is Absolute

Sowing and Reaping
Galatians 6:7-8 (GN)
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What did Jesus Say About Truth?

e Jesus’ outrageous claims ...

1. ... about Himself John 14:6

2. ... about His Word John 17:17

e Jesus’ outrageous concern ...

1. ... aboutyou John 4:23

2. ... about your welfare John 8:32

Discussion Questions:

=

What is the difference between “relative truth” and absolute truth?

2. How did this “shift” of truth come about?

3. Why is it so important that we think clearly about what is true?

4. Discuss what aspect of Jesus’ words about truth most encouraged you.
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